
COVID 19 – BCC REOPENING PLAN 

 

We’re excited to inform you that we will be starting to meet again in our church facility at 

Blanchester Church of Christ Sunday, June 7th as our leadership has determined it is 

safe enough to do so as we attempt to honor our Governor’s recommendations and 

national health guidelines. 

Just because we’re opening back our church facility, doesn’t mean that you have to 

attend in person if you are uncomfortable doing so. We’re going to continue to 

livestream our services via our private group Facebook page and on YouTube, where 

anyone can tune into experience what our church family has to offer. 

If you have a consistent cough, don’t feel well, have a temperature, or have been 

around someone recently with COVID 19, we actually ask that you do stay home, until 

you feel better or determine that you aren’t sick. 

MASKS 

It’s now been verified that many people who carried the virus, didn’t exhibit symptoms, 

thus the reasoning behind wearing masks. Masks aren’t as efficient concerning the 

acquiring of the virus, as much as they are the transmission of the virus. That is, you 

giving the virus to someone else. 

While we are recommending you wear a mask to church, we are not requiring that you 

wear one. Emergency masks will be available at the main entrance. However, these are 

to be used only of you forget your mask or need a mask. If you need a homemade mask 

there are several people in the church who are making them. Call the church office for 

more information. 

Even though we are not requiring masks, we do however ask that you maintain at least 

six feet of distance between yourself and others and refrain from hugs, fist bumps, 

elbow bumps and all those other things we love to do at BCC. Hopefully, we’ll be able to 

get back to our hugs in the near future, but right now the most loving thing you can do is 

shoot a smile and hello to someone or maybe even a Japanese bow which shows great 

respect for the other person. 

TRAFFIC FLOW 

Concerning our traffic flow in and out of the building, we’re asking that everyone enter 

through the main entrance (Doors marked with a letter A) and exit through the office 

doors (Doors Marked C). Please note that our popular kitchen door (marked B) will be 

closed. If you ever are confused as to which way to go, look for arrows which will show 

you the way. For anyone needing to the handicap area, you may continue to use those 

areas as needed. 



We ask that you enter for worship no sooner than 10 minutes prior to service. And 

please exit the facility no later than ten minutes after service to allow our cleaning teams 

to spring into action. If you’d like to briefly talk, we ask that you do so outside, or if it is 

raining, inside the Fellowship area. 

CLEANING 

The church facility will be cleaned and sanitized by our cleaning teams between worship 

services. Seats and surfaces that are commonly touched will be sprayed and cleaned. 

To minimize cross-contamination, there will be no access to our water fountains, coffee 

station, bulletins, prayer cards, passing of trays, microphones, etc. We continue to 

encourage you to use our website blanchurchofchrist.com to submit prayer concerns or 

praises. 

COMMUNION 

Lots of folks have been wondering, since we celebrate the Lord’s Supper every week at 

BCC, as the early church did, how in the world will we continue that aspect of worship? 

After consulting other churches, and revising to meet our needs, we’ve decided to offer 

individual, self-contained communion packets & if you prefer, another option, providing 

double stacked elements where you stack one cup on top of the other with the bottom 

cup holding the bread and the top cup holding the juice. 

After the communion meditation and prayer, individuals and families will come forward, 

just like we do at the Christmas Eve service, social distancing to take communion at five 

stations available on the front stage. You’ll take your communion, proceed to discard 

the refuse, and return to your seat for prayer and meditation. 

GIVING 

Once again, in order to minimize cross-contamination, we’ve decided not to pass 

offering trays during the service. However, we believe that the giving of your tithes and 

offerings are an integral part of any worship experience, so we’d prefer if you bring your 

gifts as you approach the stage when you take communion. There will be four offering 

trays placed between the communion trays. Simply drop off your offering which will be 

collected by our treasurers immediately following both services. 

We want to continue to encourage you to either drop off or mail in your gifts to the 

church office at 911 Cherry Street, Blanchester, Ohio 45107 or use our encrypted 

tithe.ly online giving ministry which can be accessed through our website at 

blanchurchofchrist.com. 

As always, thank you for your generous and sacrificial giving as we endeavor to reach 

out and serve our community and world with the love of Jesus. 

CLASSES 



The safety of our children is paramount at BCC, that’s why we will not be currently 

offering Children’s classes or activities but will be offering sterile activity packets in zip 

lock bags available every Sunday during worship. Our nursery will be open for new 

mothers for feeding and/or changings. Please only one child at a time in the Nursery 

area. If needed, the Preschool area may be used for feedings and or changings. Once 

again, one child only please. 

We will continue to provide Zoom online classes for our Adults, Young Adults & Teens 

and will meet at the church for certain events if social distancing guidelines can be met. 

WORSHIP 

Concerning our worship service, due to time constraints and safety, our services will be 

shorter. You’ll notice that some things have shifted to provide efficiency while still 

providing a quality, God-honoring, worship experience for all who attend. 

As a means to this end, we are providing two worship services. One at 9:30 AM, when 

we would normally have Sunday School and at 11 AM. Both services will be an hour in 

length. Many chairs have been taken out and spaced to provide additional safety and 

we’re encouraging family members that have been in contact with one another to sit 

together and for all other individuals, couples, and friends to keep sufficient distance 

from one another. 

Some have asked, “Why two services?” Our answer, our average attendance fills half of 

our auditorium. To fulfill health guidelines of 50% capacity or six feet distance, one 

service can only hold a maximum of 150 people. Thus, the need for two services. We 

are not requiring assigned services, but we do ask you to prayerfully consider which 

service to attend. The livestream service will be taking place at 11. 

WE HOPE TO SEE YOU SOON! 

Please know that these decisions have been bathed in prayer and been explored at 

length. We’ve surveyed over thirty churches in the Cincinnati and local areas to see 

what they are doing, and determined what will hopefully, work best for our church 

family. 

As we spoke with Elders, Ministers, and other leaders in Southwest Ohio, one comment 

kept surfacing… For churches, “There is no exact way to approach this situation.” Know 

that we are doing our best in a difficult situation and if we are going to err, we’re going to 

err on the side of safety for our church family. 

As leadership, we are your shepherds and the church family, our sheep. We love you, 

are concerned for you, and want only what’s best for you, and we will protect you as 

best we can. 

Because we believe we have something special at Blanchester Church of Christ! 



Use this opportunity to invite friends. Invite family. If you need to come home. Now is 

the time. We can’t wait to see your smiling faces this Sunday! 

 

 


